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On behalf of myself and the General 
Committee of Skerries RFC, we’d 
like you to join us in celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of the AIL. 
Skerries RFC have embarked on 
the compilation of the all-time 
AIL “Dream Team” of the three 
decades, and the production of a 
souvenir programme. 

The exercise has generated great 
debate, argument and fun over 
social media with opinions as to who 
should or should not be nominated 
for selection. 

Skerries RFC have a proud history 
within the AIL over the thirty years, 
filtering from our internal structure, 
senior representation with all four 
provinces.

Through the medium of the AIL 
pre-match lunches, Skerries RFC 

is renowned for its hospitality and 
through the years, have cultivated 
long lasting friendships with 
participating clubs and is generally 
regarded as the most popular away 
fixture to attend. 

As we progress, hopefully, towards 
a return to some kind of normality, 
we hope to feature a summer 
programme of activity for our minis 
and youths, with a series of outdoor 
BBQ events and social occasions, 
circumstances permitting.

In the interim, enjoy the “Dream 
Team” selection, congratulations to 
those selected, commiserations to 
those who were not, and above all, 
Stay Safe.

Clyde Davidson
President – Skerries Rugby Club 
2020/21

A Welcome 
from our 
President

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021



PROUD SPONSORS OF OUR 
LINESIGHT YOUTH’S

A big thank you to LeasePlan 
for all their support as main sponsor to 

Skerries RFC over the past decade.

Proud Sponsors of 
our Minis



Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

Skerries RFC Greatest 
XV of  The AIL Era

#DreamTeam

John Horan1

Eamon Darcy6

Chris Keane9

Jimmy Dempsey10

Garrett Early12

Marc Hewitt13

Kevin McGrath14Ed Caraher11

David Quirke15

David O’Sullivan 7

Ross McAuley8

Mick Kumnig4 Brian Higgins5

Billy Mulcahy (Capt)2

Mark Burke3

The Team



Derek O’Sullivan (current Head Coach) 
The Coaches Experience

I have been very fortunate to have experienced 
the AIL from the perspective of a player, a 
supporter and a coach. I had played a couple 
of seasons for the Skerries first XV before the 
AIL had expanded and included Skerries in the 
lower echelons. It was a whole new venture for 
us, rather than travel around the country playing 
in the odd “friendly” fixture these games were 
now being undertaken and meant something. 
Although the memories of the actual rugby are 
very vague the overnight “experiences” are what 
made the AIL campaigns so special. 

The beauty of Skerries RFC and what sets us 
apart from most of the Dublin clubs is the 
community element we have. We are a very 
localised club and tend to play rugby from a 
young age and develop bonds and friendships 
from this that last forever. I have spoken to many 

players who have tried the richer pastures of 
AIL Division 1 and 2, they have all agreed that 
nothing compares to being able to play with 
your childhood friends and peers. 

This is something Skerries RFC has adapted to 
very well, we have an incredible youth system 
that has to be one of the most decorated club 
systems within the Irish club scene. When we 
look at the number of elite players that have 
come through our system, it has to be right 
up there. We can see the majority of the elite 
players come through the school’s system; 
however, we should take pride in how many 
have come through our mini sections and are 
now playing professionally. Currently we have 
the O’Connor brothers, Conor Oliver, Ciaran 
Frawley and Hugo Lennox all competing at that 
level, what was once frowned upon was players 
leaving our club to try and excel at a higher 
grade, we now understand it and we take great 
pride in seeing them succeed and only hope 
that they can return and finish off their playing 
careers where it all started and give something 
back.

As stated before, the rugby playing memories 
are very vague but the whole experience of 
playing is something I cherish. The old saying of 
‘Youth is wasted on the Young’, in a similar way, 
the whole idea of being able to play rugby is 
wasted on those who can and won’t, ask most 
former players and coaches, there is absolutely 
no substitute for playing the game, and you are 
a long time not playing!

Some of my personal favourite memories of 
being involved with playing may be off the field 
as much as on the pitch. I remember travelling 
to Derry in Billy Mulcahy’s car on a dark wet 
Friday night, not only Billy’s insistence on driving 
on the cats eyes, but the broken wipers and 
having to roll down the window and manually 
act as a windscreen wiper are up there. Checking 
into hotels and having our pro-am celebrity 
golf outing pairing of Eamon Darcy and Des 
O’Connor rooming together. Playing out West 
and “having a few of Geoff Duff and associates” 
pile into the residents’ bar late on. 
To get to play alongside some of Skerries 
legends, the aforementioned Billy Mulcahy, the 
brother Dosser, Scrumpy, Shay Mc Guinness in 
what was probably his last game for Skerries, JH, 

Derek

The Coaches



Burkey, Rupert, Nicky McDonough, Gilsey, Titch, 
Johnny Mc, Paddy Mc, Sumo, Clive, Jacob, 
Geoff Duff, to name but a few. But both playing 
with these and touring with these players is what 
makes rugby memories, return trips up North 
were always special. 

On the field memories; what sticks out most 
was when we were flying high in Division Two, 
playing down in Dolphin and leading at half-
time, immediately after the break, we butchered 
a try scoring opportunity and we went on to lose 
the game. Dolphin got promoted and we just 
missed out promotion into Division 1. 

Taking a break from the rugby on a few 
occasions, some forced, some partially my 
own doing, I returned on the coaching front 
under Mark Harrington’s regime. In what was a 
very different game, both on and off the pitch, 
despite it being an amateur sport, the game 
had evolved into a game that one had to train 
and be in reasonable shape for as well as know 
the “systems”. Mark with his team of coaches, 
Collie, Scrumpy, Johnny, Terry, Rock, Dean and 
Billy as well as the management team of Beef, 
Nicky and Colin Deering, the ever present 
Rory, Ian Costigan was brought on board for 
video analysis and the physio team of Emma 
and Sarah. This was a brand-new experience 
for me, I didn’t have a history of coaching and 
had a bit part in the S&C role, but it gave me 
the realisation of the commitment involved 
from a coaching perspective. This is obviously 
the commitment that all coaches from minis 
to youths to adult rugby undertake and it is 
something as a player I had taken for granted 
so on reflection I thank all those volunteers who 
took their time out to stay involved throughout 
the years. This realisation was to trigger my 
get out clause but every time I tried; Mark had 
an alternative plan for me. With Mark now 
concentrating on the Director of Rugby role, my 
position has evolved into Head Coach with the 
Senior squad along with the team of Eugene, 

Joe Glennon, Wayne, Mikey Sherlock, 
the two Eddie’s, Mark Nally, 
Billy, Tom Mc and Alan.

Having this role is an absolute honour, to be 
involved with the current crop of players and 
those who have gone out to pasture since. Yes, 
at times it’s hard going, frustrating but when 
we get a run like we did last season and looked 
set for promotion, the commitment from the 
players and to watch them evolve into the 
players and the team that they are makes it all 
the worthwhile. It’s impossible to pinpoint when 
the team clicked, it doesn’t just happen. This 
is a process that starts from mini rugby when 
coaches instil the very basics of the game and 
the love of the game. This is where I feel Skerries 
is a model club, we don’t buy in success, it is 
all about volunteers, both on and off the pitch. 
The club would be nothing without all these 
people. From my playing days under Shay, 
Willie, Uncle Barry, TJ and Frank, the various 
rugby committees, the Presidents, the sponsors, 
impossible to name them all but please be 
aware that your work doesn’t go unnoticed and 
it is acknowledged. 

Going forward I hope that the current crop 
of players under Kevin’s leadership, Ross Mc 
Auley’s drive to win an All-Ireland title before he 
finally hangs up the boots, (we all know he has 
had a full year now to rest up, surely that means 
he has another 5 seasons in him), hopefully the 
lads can regroup when the time allows to go 
again and finish off what they almost achieved.

To finish, I would like to thank all those 
volunteers over the years, all the coaches, 
physios, management teams, committees, 
teammates, fellow coaches and current players. 
You all make Skerries RFC a very special club, 
something that we should all be very proud of. 
The facilities that are available and in planning 
make us the envy of many clubs. 
Well done all and thank you.



Joe May’s Pub
s

Our Sponsors
We’d like to say thanks to all ours sponsors,  
and especially our local businesses who have  

been a great support over the years.

STOOP YOUR HEAD
Bar and Restaurant



Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

Adjudicating on the merits of prop-forwards is not properly the 
business of a wide franchise. Who, other than the protagonists, knows 
anything about the dingy demi-monde that props inhabit? But here, at 
any rate, the public vote seems to have yielded the right result. Horan’s 
ascent up the coast from the leafy suburb of Clontarf was felicitous in 
the extreme, for he arrived at a time when props were an endangered 
species in Fingal. Over a long period, the affable loose head provided 
solid anchorage to a caprine scrum that had been in sore need of 
stability. For this precious service, he holds off the burgeoning claims 
to the No.1 jersey of present incumbent Marrey.

An image rises unbidden before the mind’s eye of a callow 19-year-old hooker 
in Old Gold, Cerise and Blue deftly side-stepping the veritable master of the 
side-step, the illustrious Tony Ward. The year was 1983 and the context was an 
important Leinster Senior League game against St.Marys at Templeville Road. 
And, yes, the debutant’s name was Mulcahy. His audacious performance that 
day might well have been taken as a portent of what was to follow. The detail of 
Mulcahy’s career, superlative in every respect, is too well-known to be recounted 
here. Throughout, he was in receipt of a litany of recognition - acclaim which might 
have been even greater had fidelity to his club not led him to resist overtures 
from elsewhere. Standard eulogy is hopelessly inadequate in this case - only a 
commissioned psalm would be proportionate to his attainments. Mulcahy, it should 
be emphasised, was not selected for the Dream Team - he was enthroned. And, 
as an appropriate post-script, he is being conferred with the captaincy of what is a 
highly competitive All-Time AIL XV. 

This is a player with pedigree, although not many people know 
that. Trivia buffs might be interested to hear that among Burke’s 
antecedents is a man who was capped four times for Ireland in 
1921. Can anyone name him? Burke, to his credit, was content to 
make his own reputation as a player. He was no mere hod-carrier. 
Around the field he was a hard-boiled aggressor, and, in the tackle, 
he had the tenacity of a lichen. He could snaffle the odd loose 
ball too, thanks to his exemplary focus on the game. A deserving 
occupant of the No.3 shirt.  

John Horan

Billy Mulcahy

Mark Burke 

1

2

3

The Players



Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

It was a familiar and inspirational sight as intensely contested matches 
were drawing to a close - Kumnig, right there in the thick of things, 
strained countenance looking like an image from one of Rembrandt’s 
Crucifixion paintings. Kumnig was a heavy-duty forward in the full 
sense of that term and there was something entirely visceral about his 
relentless pursuit of the upper hand. His canonisation above the claims 
of Giles and Dowling is a measure of the impression he made, and left 
with, the fingal faithful.

Whether he was thundering in to bowl a bouncer up at The Vineyard or 
in the vanguard of a potent, driving maul down at Rockalyoke, Higgins 
always presented an imposing figure. He was one of those laconic 
forwards whose system of communication is based on the idea that 
sound travels at only half the speed of silence. Yet he was consistently 
cerebral in his approach to rugby and when he did speak it was always 
to say something of significance. An imperious line-out jumper, he was 
honoured by the Irish Colleges selectors in his apprenticeship days. 

Skerries RFC is, demonstrably, an inclusive club. Shure aren’t they after 
pickin’ a Balbriggan man on their Dream Team. And that’s as near as 
you can get to biodiversity. But Darcy doesn’t need any extra-mural 
justification for his selection. A lithe, lean, ground-devouring back-row 
player and a gazelle-like strider when in possession, he was the main-
stay of the green-and-white pack before moving over to become one 
of the famed Pikemen of ‘98. 

Mick  Kumnig

Brian Higgins 

Eamonn Darcy   

4

5

6

The Players



Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

If ease of execution is a valid index to genius O’Sullivan properly 
belongs in that exalted category. DOS was the antithesis of everything 
robotic and the sheer athleticism of his zany running lines made a 
shamble of every defensive strategy and opened up spaces for his 
grateful outside-backs. He could do anything. And often did. Always 
with the greatest of facility. And always with that lop-sided grin which 
indicated that he was having the time of his life.

There were lean seasons at Holmpatrick when McAuley became the 
udder on which his team sucked for survival while cataracts of praise 
poured down from the Shenick Kop on the indefatigable No 8. The 
praise is still a constant, but his entourage in later years has been of 
better quality. All of which, instead of leaving him confined in defensive 
drudgery, has shown us his capacity as a ball-playing forward- factotum. 
One of only two players knighted in the polls who are still on active 
service (the other is McGrath), the hope is that mature reflection during 
the present hiatus won’t intrude upon McAuleys boyish enthusiasm for 
the game.

Ask his team-mates about the great advantage of playing with Chris 
Keane and it’s odds-on they’ll come up with the time-honoured 
reply “It meant we didn’t have to play against him”. Keane was, 
unquestionably, a constant pestilential presence for every opposition 
but that shouldn’t obscure his constructive side. Technically 
accomplished and bristling with conviction, he was predictably at the 
kernel of every hinge-moment in the game. 

David O’Sullivan

Ross McAuley

Chris Keane   
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All things considered, Early should not have been allowed anywhere 
near a rugby-pitch. It was reasonable to assume that he’d be far too 
polite and deferential to survive the acrimonious custody-battles for 
the ball. As soon as he set foot on the park, however, he underwent 
a damascene conversion, morphing into an assertive, self-assured 
one-stop-shop of all the virtues of rugby and that included unflinching, 
cast-iron defence. A very worthy laureat.

Garrett Early

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

Polling was at its most intense in the out-half constituency and players 
of the calibre of David Hewitt and Conal Keane have had to be content 
with honourable mention. But no-one can legitimately cavil at the 
choice of Dempsey, one of several Pikemen of ‘98 in the Dream Team. 
During a long stewardship of the No.10 position at Holmpatrick his 
ability to control a game rarely shone at less than full wattage. For that 
he (and we) owe most gratitude to his cultured right boot which he 
employed to tantalise defenders and to stockpile points off the tee.

From his days in Great Denmark Street, Caraher has ticked all the boxes 
on the rugby connoisseur’s checklist, right down to hermetic defence. 
The forte of the sallow-skinned sorcerer, however, was always his 
immaculate distribution, which, over a long period in Lord Holmpatrick’s 
riding colours, cast him as an exceptionally gifted centre three-quarter. 
In his election in the polling booths as a wing three-quarter there is a 
clear inference of Caraher’s indispensability to the Dream Team.

Jimmy Dempsey

Ed Caraher

10
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Only the most enduring rugbyphiles will remember the name of Jeff 
Butterfield. Hewitt certainly won’t. Yet he spent much of his career 
doing laudable cover versions of the talismanic English centre of the 
fifties - same bolt-upright posture in the run, same ability to mock the 
defender by gliding past without even the acknowledgement of a 
glance. Hewitt’s silken skills proved very fruitful at Rockalyoke until, late 
in his career, he left to do some rewarding missionary work a bit further 
down the coast.

Marc Hewitt

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

McGrath’s selection for the Irish Club Fifteen, an accolade rarely 
accorded to those who ply their trade outside the First Division, was 
early testimony to his ceaseless energy and to his oozing intent with ball 
in hand. His inevitable graduation to the upper echelons was blighted 
by injury and when he left to sample southern hemisphere fare the bells 
were tolling at Rockalyoke. The prodigal returned however, further 
upholstered physically and now capable of pin-balling his way to the 
line. He is still the bane of the faint-hearted defender.

Quirke inherited his father’s pattering pace and when he emerged from 
school in Castleknock with an A1 in Rugby the likelihood of a lustrous 
career was very real. The omens didn’t lie. His intricate running allowed 
him to become a serial try-scorer for The Goats. He had, moreover, 
the ludic instinct of the feline - his habit was to toy with the opposition 
before he went for the kill.

Kevin McGrath

David Quirke   
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Gerry Carron 
(2000 – 2002) The Coaches Experience

Back in 1982 as a player on the Senior team 
in Skerries RFC, I was asked to assist in the 
coaching of a team of 11-year-old boys by 
Colm Keane and Matt Connolly. Neither man 
was known to me then, but both remain close 
friends to this day. The deal was that they would 
supply expertise as follows. Colm would provide 
the organisational and management expertise 
and Matt would supply the man management 
and motivational skills. My role was to provide 
rugby skills with a light touch.  That particular 
team was quite successful, eventually producing 
an international player Killian Keane, a Leinster 
senior interprovincial player David O’Sullivan, 
a further interprovincial squad member Garrett 
Early and a host of Senior players for SRFC. 
Coaching seemed to follow me throughout my 
playing career. I coached many youth and school 
teams, including having the honour of coaching 
with the late Gerry McCarthy with a few very 
successful school teams in 1983 -1984. A shout 
out here to Aidan Sherlock who kept school’s 
rugby vibrant in Skerries Community College for 
so many years.

In the middle to late 1990’s and now a retired 
player, I coached an U16’s team and took 
them through to the U20’s JP Fanagan Premier 
Division for a two-year period. That team 
reached the lofty heights of runners up spot 
being ranked No.2 team in Leinster. That 
team produced players of the quality of Chris 
Keane (Leinster and Connacht) David Hewitt 
(Racing Club Paris and Leinster) Derek Keane an 
outstanding talent and Karl Dowling who was 
capped by Ireland Youths at U18 level at that 
time. Acknowledgements to Billy Beggs, David 
Dillane and Barry Brady who were central to the 
success of this team.

When Shay McGuinness, a top coach and man, 
took a break from coaching, I was offered a 
two-year stint coaching the Senior team. The 
first task was to get a forward’s coach who could 
assist me at this level. Luckily for me, my good 
friend and former teammate Kevin Devlin agreed 
to join me. Kevin was one of the best players 
SRFC ever produced. On leaving SRFC Kevin 
joined St Marys College in the AIL Division 1. 

Eventually captaining St Marys to success, Kevin 
became an interprovincial player and captain of 
Connacht in a stellar career. We were privileged 
to have Kevin as a player and coach in our club. 
Thank you also to Paul Denny who acted as a 
most able Team Manager.

In our first year together, the team played 
excellent rugby finishing up one point from 
promotion to Division Two. In the second year 
we lost a lot of the playing strength and did not 
play as well. We had to adopt a more pragmatic 
approach but in true SRFC fashion the players 
had a strong finish and retained our place in DIV 
3 comfortably.

My last and maybe most enjoyable period of 
coaching from 2005 -2015 was with my son 
Michael and his friends from u’7 to u’17. With an 
unheralded squad we ended up winning three 
Leinster titles at u’15 and u’16. My highlight was 
winning an U11’s title in Skerries when Michael 
scored the winning try! A shout out to Mark 
O’Connor, Stephen Tanner, Morrough McMahon, 
John Moore and Johnny Tyndall here who all 
contributed to this successful team.

Looking back, it was a great honour and 
privilege to coach and play in Skerries RFC. It 
was enjoyable all the way from U7’s to Senior XV, 
the fond memories will stay with me forever. 

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

Gerry
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Memory lane...

When the Northside derby 

was contested by c
lubs 

with proper pedigree, C
aptain 

Fantastic, Billy, le
ading the 

charge in Castle Avenue.

Ed watches on as Quirkey tries to convince a prospective buyer to have a look at one of his properties, under current restrictions both the clothes line 
tackle and live viewings are prohibited

An easy 3 points taken by Jimmy in the cup fi nal in Lansdowne Road, our relaxed henchmen John Horan and Eamon Darcy overseeing.

Jimmy D, not only renowned for his place kicking and kicking out of hand, always knew when to release the strike force out wide.

overseeing.

his place kicking and kicking out of 
There is a good chance Dosser offl oaded th

is ball to 

Billy as Jimmy surveys options out wide, and Shaun runs 

the support lines he was famed for.

To this day Mark can not explain 
what Malacola means to anyone.



Dream team nominees Philip Butler, 
Tom Grey, Ross Kelleher, Brian 
Higgins, Donogh Mc Gowan and 
John Horan were advised by long 
term club sponsor Aisling Dry 
Cleaners that white just wasn’t 
practical for AIL rugby.

All Ireland Round Robin winners.

Chris displaying all his silky handling skills, supported by Nally and Ross but more evident is the Skerries faithful on tour, Martin Lennox, Paulinr and Colm Keane, Greg Ward, Michael Caraher, Audrey Cambell and Rory O’Byrne keeping them all inline.

Memory lane..

Chris doing his very best to avoid the heavy work and allowing young Kev impose his physical presence on the game.

Memory lane..Memory lane..
Ross having just heard the backs are buying the fi rst round after defeating Sligo away.
defeating Sligo away.

Marc telling the clearly upset and worried Ronan, to relax, he’s not a back.

Keane, Greg Ward, Michael Caraher, Audrey Cambell and Rory O’Byrne keeping them all inline.

Chris doing his very best to avoid the heavy work and allowing 

If only the celebrations had remained 

this subdued, accommodation in Sligo 

would be far easier to come by.

All Ireland Round Robin winners.



John Murphy
(2010 -2014) The Coaches Experience

2010 -2011
Skerries were playing in the Leinster League when 
a new Coaching/Management group started. 
The return of a few experienced players plus 
the introduction of some young players added 
welcome depth to the existing squad. New calls 
were introduced, and we set out to develop an 
expansive style of play. This approach took time 
to ‘bed in’ and the squad fi nished in the top four 
of the Leinster League.

2011-2012 
The Squad refl ected on the previous season 
and set some ambitious goals for the coming 
fi xture list. Additional players signed up and 
added further depth to the Squad. Success in 
the Leinster League led to the IRFU Round Robin 
competition against the winners of the three 
other Provinces to qualify for the AIL.

The players prepared well for these games. 
Coming through a tough game in Limerick 
against Richmond created confi dence in the 
squad. Winning the next two games against 
Omagh and then Monivea meant that the Club 
was back in the All Ireland League. Pre-Season 
goals achieved!
The big party was well deserved!

2012-2013
A new challenge presented itself and 
the players again set new goals. The 
Management put plans in place for 
longer trips to the west and south 
of the country. The season started 
with the Leinster Shield. Good 
performances in this competition 
led the team to the Final v Naas 
RFC. Winning this game meant 
more silverware and growing 
confi dence. 

However, there was a learning 
curve in this new League. 
Different styles of play when on 
the road to Cork, Limerick and 
Galway. The players learned a lot 
about the game and themselves 
during that season. The club were in 
the top half of the League at the end 
of the season. 

However, the players felt that with some 
adjustments, they should be able to challenge for 
the next level, so the goal of promotion was set.

2013-2014 Promotion
The season started well; good experience was 
gained especially ‘On the Road’ during the 
previous season

At the Christmas break, the team was in the 
top three of the League but fi rst and second 
were the only route to promotion. Potential for 
promotion came down to the fi nal game of the 
year away against Sligo. The performance by the 
squad on that day was outstanding, Thomond 
from Limerick were the chasing team. However, 
willingness to keep playing and scoring tries was 
the DNA of this team. Score difference between 
Skerries and Thomond was the deciding factor 
and the club had climbed another hurdle to the 
next level of the AIL.

The journey from 2010 
-2014 was hard work from 

all involved but it was 
also extremely exciting 
and enjoyable for all 
the Players, Coaches, 
Management and 
Supporters.

John

The Coaches



Chris Keane 
(2014 – 2016 as Head Coach) 
The Coaches Experience

I had the opportunity to coach and 
play for Skerries RFC senior squad 
from 2010 to 2014.I felt absolutely 
privileged to be asked in the first 
place considering this was the club 
I started playing rugby with at a 
very young age. I still have very 
fond memories of being coached 
(shouted at) by the likes of John 
Connolly, Michael Caraher while 
playing mini rugby to name but 

a few. These are the same people 
among many others around the club who in 2010 
to this date are still there at every home and away 
match around the country supporting the club 
and every player who puts on the jersey. 

This brings me back to one of my fondest 
memories while playing and coaching Skerries. 
It was the Round Robin competition which 
we qualified for to gain promotion to the AIL. 

We had to travel to Limerick to play Richmond 
RFC who were a very physical team who’s pack 

probably outweighed our pack by 30 or 40 
kgs. Our pack put it up to them and we went on 
to win the match which gave us a home game 
against Monivea and a winner take all match to 
qualify to AIL. 

I still remember the atmosphere in training and 
how focused the squad was in the build up to 
the game. The final was played on a beautiful 
sunny day and it felt like there were thousands 
there supporting us on the day. GOAT nation 
was in full flight and players really fed off the 
support. We won well and the celebrations went 
late into the night. Players and supporters filled 
the bars and function room late into the night. 
Those same faces that were there coaching in 
1980’s, were there in 2010 and are still there to 
this day. 

It’s days like this, that makes me proudest to be 
involved with a club like Skerries RFC.

Chris

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021



Dean Brassington 
(2002 – 2006)
The Coaches 
Experience

Arriving back into 
Skerries in 1998, 
following a stint in 
Dublin city, we were 
completely caught 
up in the moment of 
“that famous final in 
Lansdowne Road” 
which re-ignited 
my passion for the 
“Goats” 

I spent my early 
coaching years at age grade, firstly assisting close 
friends with the U18’s and then assisting Mick 
Leanne with the nurturing of a group of diverse 
young individuals in the U7’s, up through their 
rugby development phase, for the next four 
seasons.

Until I was approached to assist Nick Heeney 
during the 2002 season (thoughts of that 
wonderful trip to Bahrain will forever be 
cemented into my brain, not just for the emerging 
talent that was being introduced into the squad 
on that tour, but also for the friendships that were 
made in those early years)
The following season I took on the responsibility 
of the Senior XV, Head Coach, and together 
with a great coaching and management team 
we spent the next four odd seasons trying to 
introduce a professional attitude into the way 
the club and players went about the game of 
rugby within the AIL structure, which we all hoped 
would be reflected in a steady climb up though 
the various AIL divisions.

Unfortunately this didn’t eventuate and the 
deflating memory, etched into our brain, was that 
day in 2006 when we beat Banbridge RFC to 
escape relegation, only for the cruel realisation to 
hit that other results had cemented our demise 
back down into junior rugby.

I will never forget the look in everyone’s eyes or 
the sombreness of that bus trip home. Those dark 
times haunts me still to this day. I do however, 
recall one moment of clarity during that previous 
season, when I was invited to view the schools 

Senior Cup team during one of their training 
sessions, and I was marvelled at how crisp and 
accurate the players went about their work, both 
individually and collectively, with a skill level that 
I hadn’t seen since leaving New Zealand – I knew 
then that ultimately the clubs future prospects 
was bright.

Following a couple of reflective seasons out 
of the game, I was once again approached to 
assist with the J1’s, which I found extremely 
refreshing – having the freedom to effect change 
within the squad format that had been set up, 
without the responsibility of having to make the 
hard decisions was a relief. Also, the game-
day involvement with the Senior XV on the 
Saturday together with the J1’s on the Sunday 
(or Friday evenings) gave us an insight into what 
was required to effect change through better 
coaching.

During this time there are primarily two 
everlasting memories for me, firstly the 
emergence of that group of U7’s into the back-
bone of the current Senior squad together with 
the knowledge that we went a small way into 
helping develop their futures, both in rugby and 
life in general. Secondly, the emergence of the 
pride and desire to succeed that has developed 
within the J1 programme.
This had been missing over the previous number 
of years however it now appears to be one of the 
mitigating factors which drives the whole squad 
to be better, and I must thank all of the coaches, 
management, and players for that.

There’s a lot of debate about the pros and 
cons of a squad philosophy however my view 
is that in the later years it has been paramount 
in developing competition for places, between 
the senior and J1 teams and this has been 
another one of the primary driving factors for the 
development within the on-field success over the 
last number of years.

Now that I’ve had a couple of years to watch 
as a spectator and reflect on the past 20 odd 
years of rugby in Skerries, having never played 
in an official AIL fixture, I’m glad to have had the 
opportunity to be part of the clubs tumultuous 
involvement within the AIL, and from my 
observations of the calibre of both up-and-
coming players and coaches, our future looks 
positively bright.

Dean

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

The Coaches



Mark Harrington 
(2016 -2019) The Coaches Experience

After a lifetime of coaching various teams over 
the years, I was looking forward to putting my 
feet up once Terry Woods and I had brought 
a group of lads all of the way through the age 
grades. That team had been hugely successful in 
winning the Leinster and All Ireland titles at U17 
and had just finished a really good U18.5 season 
as Leinster champions again (there was no All 
Ireland). However, Nick Heeney asked me for a 
chat and to see if I would consider taking over 
from Chris Keane for the 2016/17 season. I was 
always one for a challenge and the fun started in 
early 2016.

This was time of great change for the Senior 
teams in Skerries. The successful teams that got 
us to AIL 2a had largely aged and retired and 
the promising youth teams were still a few years 
from physical maturity. The first team had just got 
relegated and at times we struggled to raise a 
J1 team. At the outset I mixed up the coaching 
groups and we worked on a more player centred 
approach. Collectively we agreed that the three-
year plan would be to:

 1. Survive
 2. Consolidate
 3. Push on.

Alongside this we agreed that it was imperative 
to develop a competitive J1’s and to resurrect 
U20’s rugby.  We also agreed to try and embrace 
technology with more robust video analysis and 
the use of GPS.

On reflection, it was a hugely enjoyable time. 
The coaches and management around me (Collie 
O’Hare, Garret Early (Scrumpy), Johnny Tyndall, 
Anthony (Rock) McMahon, Dean Brassington, 
Terry Woods, David Quirke, Derek O’Sullivan, 
Mikey Sherlock, Eugene Tangney and Billy 
Mulcahy etc) were all really committed and 
we achieved our goals of J1 and U20’s being 
competitive, with both winning silverware and 
the J1’s being promoted. The numbers at training 
were also good with 30 + throughout the three 
seasons and approaching 60 at its best. The AIL 
had some notable wins, for example, Sunday’s 
Well and Dungannon away and Wanderer’s, 
Rainey OB and the Season 1 survival game v 
City of Derry at home. Two notable draws stick 
in the mind as well, a 10-10 draw in 2018 with a 
desperately young team away in Belfast and a 
27-27 draw in Sligo.

In terms of the three-year plan, we survived the 
first year in AIL 2B, had a great first half of 2017/18 
and ended up mid-table. 2018/19 proved to be 
enormously frustrating from an injury perspective 
and the last five minutes of the season saw us go 
from fifth to ninth and into the dreaded 2C play-
off’s where we lost to Malahide RFC.

Given the great period of change, I tried to take 
on the Director of Rugby and Head Coach role. 
That was not sustainable going forward. The role 
of Head Coach was great, and I really enjoyed 
coaching but as well as my responsibility to 
players I tried to bring on the coaches. 
I would like to think that after my three years, I 
left the setup of the senior section of the club in 
a better place. The Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
treadmill with coach and player selection and 
well-being calls in between is a tough routine. On 
top of a busy job, I am happy that I gave it my all.
Given my recommendation that the Head Coach 
and Director of Rugby roles were different, it was 
only right that I took on the DoR job which also 
morphed into the COVID Officer role. 
Special thanks to Sean Mooney (Beef) and Rory 
and the two captains Ross McAuley and Mikey 
Sherlock for their unwavering commitment 
throughout……here’s to a few more bus trips and 
debutant songs and stories in 2021.

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021Mark
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Nick Heeney - Our Chairman
(2002 -2003) The Coaches 
Experience

We played our first match in 
the AIL in September 1993, 
Nicky McDonough was the 
captain and John Connolly 
was the President. 

I coached the team in season 2002/2003 and 
we struggled in the earlier part of the season 
but finished strongly in the last few matches. In 
2005/2006 we were relegated on the last day 
by a freak set of results. We played away to 
Banbridge and had to win to have a chance of 
survival. We duly won the game and the only 
result that could see us relegated was a draw 
between Ards and Connemara and a late score in 
that game resulted in a draw and our demise. 

We then spent a few years rebuilding and in 
2011/2012 we won the Round Robin series of 
provincial Junior winner in the last match at 
home versus Monivea. Both teams had a chance 
to be promoted to AIL but we won a hugely 

entertaining game, 27-20, in front of over 2000 
spectators. I was President that year and it 
was a great achievement by the players and 
coaches to get the club back into the AIL. In 
season 2013/2014, we got promoted from 
2B to 2A on the last day of the season away 
to Sligo. 

This was an amazing day and over 1000 
people travelled from Skerries, even a few local 
politicians were seen in the crowd. A brilliant last 
10 minutes where we scored three tries and a 
magnificent conversion from the touchline from 
Conal Keane gave us a 50-13 win and promotion 
on points difference. I was Chairman of the 
club that year and it was a big challenge to get 
everyone back to Skerries that weekend in one 
piece!

The AIL match days are a big highlight in the club 
and we  hold pre match lunches before all home 
matches and they are a great opportunity to meet 
friends from visiting teams .Over the years we 
have built strong relationships with other clubs 
and long may it continue into the future .    

Nick

Moray Ericson
(2007 – 2009)
The Coaches 
Experience

I moved to Skerries 
from Dublin in 2000 
and watched the 
Skerries senior team 
over the first Few years 
playing in the AIL. After 
relegation to Junior, 
I was approached to 
assist with the rebuilding 
and development of 
the players in a drive 

to regain senior status and AIL rugby. 

The club were well aware that this was a 
process and would take time. Skerries RFC is a 
passionate and committed, but most importantly 
a community driven club which is very Important 
when you are a small town .

I played in the AIL since its conception in the 
early 1990’s and against Skerries on a couple 
of occasions so knew a few members which 

helped. I spent two years as part of the Senior 
squad coaching group and saw first-hand the 
dedication and commitment of both players 
and members to the task of return to AIL rugby 
which they achieved a number of years later and 
are still steadily progressing.

Playing in an All-Ireland league has always been an 
important part of Skerries RFCs development and 
I’m proud to have played a part. Keeping the rugby 
connection going on and off the field, I am proud to 
be still involved in the club coaching in the youths’ 
section and with four children all playing rugby for 

skerries the attachment is set to last!Moray



Shay McGuinness 
(1991 – 1999)  
The Coaches Experience

I took on the coaching role of 
the Skerries Senior Squad 
in 1991 and stayed on for 
nine years. I have so many 
outstanding memories of 
this time. We entered the 
AIL in the 1993 /94 season. 
My greatest privilege was, 
along with Willie and our 
backroom team of Barry O’ 
Sullivan, Tom Jones, Frank 

Duffy, Felix Murray and Dr Bill Mulcahy, to see 
the evolution of the team over the following nine 
seasons. 

It was a great joy to be a part of and was all 
consuming. The culmination of the efforts of 
that group of players was to come to within one 

victory of Division 1 status and one try from a 
Leinster Senior Cup. Over 20 years later, I still 
regret that lost final. 

During that period up to 1998, we went 
undefeated at Holmpatrick for over two seasons, 
it truly was a fortress. We produced some really 
top-class players. Other very talented players 
from outside our club joined because they 
wanted to be part of this successful team. 

Lots of sacrifices along the way. Billy Mulcahy 
sacrificed an Irish cap by his loyalty to Skerries 
RFC. The club rode on the crest of a wave for 
the latter period, although I probably stayed on 
a year too long. Memories include numerous 
trips to Cork and an almost permanent residence 
in Morrisons Island, Gilesy’s arrival to add some 
percussion, Dosser’s try against St Mary’s, the 
Dosser from Tralee’s try against the Buccs in 
Athlone. Think I need to stop now, I keep the 
other stuff for the memoirs!

Willie Dawson 
(1993 -1999) The Coaches Experience

1993/1994 was the beginning of Skerries RFC 
adventure and journey into the All-Ireland League 
and was also the beginning of the time I got 
involved as a Coach with Skerries too and what 
a journey we were beginning. From the very first 
drawn game against Westport/Castlebar, Skerries 
embraced the new league structure better than 
most clubs.

I remember so well the excitement of our first 
game for all players 

in the club, for 
our incredible 
supporters who 

were so 
much a 
part of the 
success 
we 
achieved 
over the 

following six to seven years. We came 
very close to been promoted to 
Division 1 at one stage.

There were many, many incredible 
victories against opposition who 
we would never have played and 
beaten if there was no AIL. Like 
all sports, as well as our ups, we 
also had some not so pleasant defeats. But for 
me, it was the Club as a whole that created an 
environment for us to succeed, and the quality 
and style of open hard fair rugby with no fear was 
what made it for me. Once again, the supporters 
we had from all parts of the world was just an 
incredible lift for the players in all the teams.

Every adult player from all teams were as much 
involved and responsible for what occurred. 
So, to the supporters, the club committee, the 
backup teams for all teams and to all the players - 
what a journey, what fun, and didn’t we entertain 
all, with the way we played the Game! 

And finally, to the main man, Shay Mc Guinness, 
what an incredible job you did!

Skerries RFC Dream Team 2021

Shay
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Willie

John only delighted to be able to bring the ribbons home to Hanna and Niamh.

Ollie and Mick realising 
that lifting is optional.

Quirkey looking happy as he 
had  good odds on James getting binned early doors.

When the la
ds robbed 

a pennant 
off the w

all 

and preten
ded they h

ad won something.

Memory lane..

and preten
ded they h

ad won something.

Sumo only too happy to show off Shaun’ handiwork much to the dismay of Léan, that was the lining from the curtains.

Ed frantically looking for Emma and Dr Bill, very concerned the knee graze may impact his modelling career.

Mikey, Tonge and Ross 

aren’t overly impressed 

with Joe’s date for th
e 

evening. Joe seems happy 

with her though.

Sumo only too happy to show off Shaun’ handiwork much to 
Sumo only too happy to show off Shaun’ handiwork much to 
Sumo only too happy to show 
the dismay of Léan, that was the lining from the curtains.

David seeking clarifi cation 

from Barbara that he is 

her favourite son.



Memory lane...

Simon trying to catch Dosser to let him know his socks aren’t regulation kit.

Eoghan watches on as Jenko assists the Bruff boys take Ross’s jersey, much to his dismay.

Memory lane...

David doing a poor attempt at the Crouch robot, Conal attempting a dab, and Joe not taking Tommo’s proposal serious enough!

An historic moment in Skerries RFC 

history, the fi rst time Chris Keane kept 

up with play.

#5pointssaturdays

proposal serious enough!

 Skerries RFC inspiring 

Bradley Cooper to take 
an 

oscars selfi e.

Brian, literally head and shoulders above everyone else.
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